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Penalty against property is a kind of criminal punishment, which is 
immediately minor than the death penalty and penalty of personal freedom. It 
plays an important role in the systems of various country’s criminal punishment. 
The fine penalty is the most common type of the penalty against property.  Along 
with the advancement of material civilization and improvement of spiritual 
civilization, world’s criminal punishment has been developing towards a   
mitigation of punishment direction. Due to its characteristics of minor punishment 
and non-imprisonment, the fine penalty receives exceptional gracious favors from  
various countries and thus becomes more and more important in the system of 
criminal punishment. In some western countries, penalty of personal freedom’s 
core role in the system of penalty has weakened. In some countries there even 
exists a trend that the fine penalty as well as penalty of personal freedom becomes 
the core of the penalty system. The fine penalty is one of the component of the 
penalty system in our country. Owing to the factors of history and tradition and so 
on, the fine penalty gained little attention in our country. To improve the role of the 
fine penalty, the criminal law of 1997 amplified the application scope and 
intensified the application degree of the fine penalty. But the judicial practices of 
the criminal code of 1997 suggests that the situations of the application and 
execution of the fine penalty in our country were not so good. This paper discusses 
on the system of the fine penalty in our country. This paper firstly introduces the 
basic theory of the fine penalty such as the concept and characteristics of the fine 
penalty and the basic contents of the system of the fine penalty, secondly, 
comments on the issues of the system of the fine penalty arising out of the judicial 
practice in our country, and makes an analysis from the viewpoint of legislative 
and judicial practice, etc. Lastly, this paper puts forward the way to improve the 
system of the fine penalty in our country. In this paper, the author proposes that we 














penalty, and adjust and improve the application range、the application mode and 
the amount of the fine penalty in our country. In regard with the execution system, 
the author holds that we should specify the execution institution, construct the 
mechanism of enforcement of the fine penalty, and establish the system of 
alternatives to the fine penalty etc. 
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